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An appreciation ofLate Faiz Bharatpurl 
By 



Syed Suialman Gadr 'Kausar Zaldl' 

■ ‘ s • 



Faiz Bharatpuri, the poet of nature, 

That too of high stature, 

Well versed in poetic diction 

Yet versified historical facts, nay no fiction 

As a litterateur supreme, 

He is held in high esteem. 

Was a devotee true, you deem 
Chose the tragedy of Karbala, as theme 

Hazrat Imam Husain and his companions he did adore, 
Pathetic scenes portrayed, touched to the core, 

Highlighted their sacrifices, 

To say so suffices, 

While listening to kausar, pray keep in view, 

Its appreciation, not review. 
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It will not be out of place to mention here that at first 
he was a disciple of Naseem Amrohvi but then he himself 
was recognised as an authentic poet in the former's life 
time, which was confirmed by late Hazrat Nasim Amrohvi 
on a query from the writer. 

Being a bom poet and a staunch deyptee of Hazrat 
Imam Husain Faiz Bharatpuri devoted aH his energies in 
composing marsia. 

Today Faiz Bharatpuri is not among us but he has 
immortalised himself through his marsias (elegic poems) 
and he will ever be remembered. 

I happened to be known to him and recited my poems 
in some of the gatherings addressed by him in connec¬ 
tion with his poetry. His elegiac verse has such com¬ 
mendable qualities that as compared with it Gray's fa¬ 
mous elegy pates into insignificance. A study of works 
reveals his deep insight in the history of the tragedy of 
Karbala. He is second to none in imagery and has 
successfully depricted the pathetic scenes. Somebody 
has aptly said, our sweetest songs are those which tell us 
of sadest thoughts. This holds good in the case of Faiz 
Bharatpuri Apart from pathos his mournful poems create, 
he impresses as an epic poet when verifying heroic 
deeds of each of the matters holding overwhelming 
numbers of their adversaries at bay though deprived of 
food and drink for three consecutive days and nights. 

He was a devotional poet of the 1st rank; and had 
'Adopted this line in the belief it was the best form of 
paying tribute to Ahlebait and as such a means of 
pleasing the holy prophet and earning Divine pleasure. 

May his soul rest in eternal peace! Amen. 
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Syed Solauman Qadr 
Kausar Zaidi 



Syed Farzand Hasan, Faiz Bharatpuri was a great 
poet and sincere man.'He was held in high esteem in the 
poetic getherings. That is why people are so sad after his 
demise. He attained an eminent position as a poet. 

Though he began writing poetry 55 years ago he 
started composing elegies mourning the martyrs of 
Karbala (marsia) after migration to Pakistan-Karachi. 
Subsequent upon the partition of the subcontinent when 
Dr. Yawar Abbas founded his Ashrai Majalis (10 days 
programme of religious gathering mourning the death of 
tne martyr of Karbala) as an annual feature and invited 
poets to recite poems of their own on the topic Faiz 
Bharatpuri evinced a keen intrerest and actively 
participated in the poetic getherings of elegy. 
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Faiz thinks poetry is not merely a matter of expressing 
feelings and emotions. It is like the craft of an artisan. A 
craft one must know. It is like a musical composition. One 
has to see if and where a note fits. A plant must have its 
roots in the soil. A root-less plant cannot flourish. Simi¬ 
larly, the roots of the traditions must be kept intact. 
However, in accordance with the changed circumstances, 
one must continue to prune the plant. It should be 
recognizable in the contemporary context so there are 
two things - continuity and renovation. Traditions and 
experiments. There is no laid-down formula or recipe in 
his poetry. 

Faiz as a poet believes that every poet must find his 
own answers. If a person knows what he is doing, he will 
hit the right balance. Take some of prose poets. Normally, 
they give up in almost four years and come back to 
traditional poetry. He has never tried this rigmarole. 
Perhaps, a few times, come to think of it. However, he has 
tried to stay within the framework of tradition and tried 
innovations where he could. As in religion, there is 
freedom to interpret the revealed world in accordance 
with the needs of age, so it is in his poetry. But while 
interpretations aimed at tailoring things to contemporary 
reality is allowed, hereby is not. 

Faiz believes a poet may influence other poets, but 
importment, objective conditions also create a new 
idiom, a certain kind of grammar a particular form of 
expression. The poet who becomes the first to employ 
these innovations becomes a stylist at a particular time, 
that is the case* of Faiz as he devoted his later study in 
taking it for granted he wanted to be a missionary of 
martyrs of Karbala. It grew clearer to him how for he 
himself is truly understanding the MARSIA and the faith 
sacrifice and discipline among the followers of Islam as 
dictates are visible in his Marsias. It is one remarkable 
strength in "Faiz" Marsia, that he can give true presentation 
to the dimensions of tragedy of Karbala. 
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ghazals attracted greater public attention as these had 
better sonic appeal because of the lift and candence of 
the new vibrant composition of words invented by Faiz. 

He maintianed the tendency of better class of poets 
in his vicinity withobjectivity of moral values of mankind. 
His poetry was full of exhalation to the full satisfaction of 
audience. 

His poetic composition of words provided raiments to 
ghazals. <He was equipped with adequate knowledge of 
modem poetry. His ghazals were well decorated with 
contrapuntal feelings of emotions and movements and 
were bedecked with melodic embellishments. That is 
one major input which increased the enchanting quality of 
his ghazals. 

Faiz rendered composition of his ghazals with feeling 
and verse skillfully bringing out the mood of the literary 
and melodic contents. 

Almost all the ghazals are song oriented haivng 
special appeal for the present generation. 

Faiz writes, quietly, of people in spiritual pain. His 
heroes are courageous in situations where their lives 
depend on reconciling faith in God, and Prophet. There is 

no real dichotomy between the conscious and 
unconscious. One's unconscious is always involved in 
whatever one does consciously. Of course, there is kind 
of struggle between the conscious and the unconscious. 
Perhaps, unconsciously, Faiz would likef to Screan out, 
let him give it all up and sit at home and intone God's 
name. But then he does not do that. Depends on how 
much fight he has in him so, he supposes, the fact that 
one goes on is due to many factors - a bit of faith, a bit of 
inner light, abit of it from the outside, and then friendships. 
He moves the people, with the caravan, as it were and 
the people are not un-happy or sad. 
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"FAIZ BHARATPURI M 

By 

Mohsin Bufney 

Faiz Bharatpuri passed away peacefully, leaving 
behind his poetry to remind us all his calibre as a poet. 
He was an object of our admiration and affection, of our 
pride and our hopes for his literary concept of life, love 
with objectivity and consolation emerging from words of 
sadness. 

He was bom on November 11,1911 at Bharatpur in 
a respectable family of the state and his father, Syed 
ikram Husain Kaleem, was a poet of a distinction, having 
the flare to guide his son to become a poet His father 
contributed a lot to educate his son for bridging the poetic 
verses into well versed ghazals. 

Traditionally Faiz Bharatpuri followed the guide lines 
of Shad Bharatpuri and Urooj Bharatpuri. Urooj, apart 
from being a poet, was a man of letters and intellectual in 
his writings. Faiz was brainy and he managed to extract 
the colourful wisdom of Urooj and his guidance to the 
extent that he exercised himself a poet indeed. He 
became a fenceless poet in a short period. 

His poetry provides sprightly interludes to increase 
enchantment of the presentation. Out of these, many 
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mentioned about the ultimate reality and values showing 
the bright path. He pleaded for endurance and patience 
by describing the characters of the companions of Hazrat 
Imam Husain (A.S.) and proved that the real success can 
be acquired by facing the sufferings and the hardships. 
Faiz has narrated that the grandson of the Holy Prophet 
stood firm against the cruel regime of Yazid and became 
immortal after martyrdom. Describing the tragedy of 
Karbala he has also universalised the grief of mankind in 
an attractive manner to present the absolute truth and 
perfection of life.. His narration of gftef is identified by the 
aim’of achieving the true goal of life by virtue of endless 
struggles and efforts against falsehood. 

Faiz Bharatpuri stands immeasurably above the poets 
of "Mercia" who belong to the classical school of his 
favourite form of poetry. It Is a fact that he dedicated 
himself for the accuracy and correctness of language and 
laid a dignified stress on the expression of remarkable 
thoughts and ideas. He had full command on language 
that is why his readers enjoy very much from literary point 
of view. His excellent imagination focusses the illustration 
in a magnificent style of versification. A worth praise 
poetic flow distinguishes him from his contemporaries in 
the field of "Marsia Nigari H . Faiz believed that "Marcia 
Nigari" of his age is an officious and modified interpretation 
of life. He did his best in this respect and became a 
renowned poet. 

A person like Faiz Bharatpuri having vast and extensive 
knowledge is rarely seen so humble as he was with all. He 
was very simple, gentle, sweet and honey tongued person. 
He was regarded very much because he possessed the 
qualities of a high ranking person bearing the dignified 
values of humanity. 

May God rest his soul in peace. 
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this respect from Shad Bharatpuri, Maulana Ghazanfar 
Urooj Bharatpuri and Maulana Naseem Amrohvi. The 
said personalities were authority on eastern classical 

poetry and literature. 

Faiz Bharatpuri was awarded the poetical virtues by 
nature and further he was intelligent so within a very short 
period of time he appeared to be an outstanding poet. 
Most of his lyric poems are full of passions and romance 
bearing the most hunting music and some of these 
poems are full of pathos and melonchdy. Thus his 
lyricism consists of many phases of life and love. His 
contribution as a lyric versifier is admired for considerable 
deep feelings characterised by the excellent intellectual 
thoughts and splendid technical execution. I can freely 
say that these poems are full of imaginative strength, 
emotional wealth and grandeur of expression leaving 

magic appeal. 

After a time of nearly 25 years he left composing the 
lyric poems and devoted himself fully towards relgious 
poetry. He has composed innumerable Naat, Manqabat 
and Salam but his mayor field of contribution remained 
"Marsia Nigari" the description of the martyrs of Karbala. 
The fundamental cause to adopt such poetry was to write 
about the pathos, courage and aim of the great martyrs 
who gave us the true recognition of Islamic values by 
facing the troubles and the tortures of Yazid who was a 
corrupt, cruel and a wicked person. According to his 
temperament, he was busy to prevail unislamic values as 
a Caliph. Hazrat Imam Husain (A.S.) flourished and grew 
in the light of the holy message. He possessed an 
unshakeable belief and the strongest possible character 
enriched by the Quranic principles and sunna. In the light 
of the facts and philosophy of "Shahadat" Faiz Bharatpuri 
described the values of human life. His topics are as wide 
abroad as life itself. His readers find that he has fully 


Contact: jabir.abbas@yahoo.com 


http://fb.com/ranajabirabbas 












Presented by: Rana Jabir Abbas 


tr 


Prof. Dr. Naeem Taqvi 



Tajz Bharatpuri - A renowned poet" 



Faiz Bharatpuri was bom on 11 th November 1911 at 
Bharatpur and expired on 15th May 1989 at Karachi. He 
got his early education from his father Syed Ikram Hussain 
Kaleem a known poet of his time. After passing his 
matriculation in 1936, he took keen interest in composing 
lyric poems. He availed the opportunity to get guidance in 
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